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NEW ZEALAND.
IN 1892 we published a statement, or disclaimer, by Dr. Macbean Stewart.
of Christchurch, New Zealand, in regard to an advertisement of
" Macbean Stewart's New Cure for Asthma," in which he stated that he
"neither owns it, runs it, nor advertises it." We have now received,
from a correspondent in New Zealand, under date October 27th, 1895, a
cutting from a newspaper, the name of which is not given nor its date,
but which was published in 1895, containing the evidence of Dr. Stewart
given at an inquiry into various charges brought against the Christ-
ehurch Hospital. In his evidence he is reported to have said that " he
had an interest in a drug called the New Asthma Cure." It would, we
think, be advantageous to Dr. Stewart if the truth could be laid clearly
before the public, and more still if we could be assured that he had no
interest in this proprietary medicine, and that he had taken steps to put
an end to the advertisement of his name in connection with it.

OBITUARY.
THE death is announced of Mr. THoMAs AMYOT, F.R.C.S.,

of Diss, in his 79th year. The deceased, who was the son of
Mr. Thomas Amyot, F.R.S., Treasurer of the Society of
Antiquaries, was born in London in 1817. He was educated
at the Westminster School, and went to Norfolk early in life,
and for more than fifty years practised there.

THE death is announced of Mr. ABRAHAM HARGREAVE
MIDDLETON, B.A., M.D. He was a grand nephew of the late
Dr. Hargreave, Senior Physician to the City of Dublin Hos-
pital. Taking his M.B. at the Dublin University early in the
present year, he had since then been acting as locum tenens.
He contracted typhoid fever at Chester, which was compli-
cated by pneumonia, and caused his death after an illness of
thirty days. Dr. Middleton was an ardent sportsman.
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HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.
IN thirty-three of the largest English towns, including London, 5,561
births anad 3,609 deaths were registered during the week endingSaturday,
December 14th. The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which
had been 17.9 per 1,000 in each of the two preceding weeks, declined to
17.8 last week. The rates in the several towns ranged from 10.9 in
Croydon, 11.3 in Brighton, and 12.2 in Halifax and in Portsmouth to 21.7
in Blackburn, 22.8 in Liverpool, and 25 5 in Salford. In the thirty-two
provincial towns the mean death-rate was 17.9 per 1,000, and exceeded
by 0.4 the rate recorded in London, which was 17.5 per 1,000. The zymotic
death-rate in the thirty-three towns averaged 2.6 per 1,000; in London
the ratewas equal to 2.7 per 1,000, while it averaged 2.5 in the thirty-
two provincial towns, and was highest in Liverpool, Birmingham, Black-
burn, and Salford. Measles caused a death-rate of 1.8 in Manchester,
2.4 in Birmingham and in Norwich, 4.8 in Salford, and 5.3 in Blackburna;
scarlet fever of 1.0 in Hull and 1.3 in Birmingham; whooping-cough of
1.1in Liverpool and 1.3 in Cardiff; and "fever" of 1.0 in Norwich and
1.1 in Sunderland. The 92 deaths from diphtheria in the thirty-three
towns included 633 in London, 4 in West Ham, 4 in Birmingham, 3 in
Leicester, and 3 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Two fatal cases o1 small-pox
were registered in Hull and 1 in London, but not one in any other of
the thirty-three large towns. The number of small-pox patients under
treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals and in the Highgate
Small-pox Hospital, which had been 89, 79, and 87 at the end of the
three preceding weeks, was 89 on Saturday last, December 14th; 18 new
cases were admitted during the week, against 20, 9, and 18 in the three
preceding weeks. There were 2,800 scarlet fever patients in the Metro-
politan Asylums Hospitals and in the London Fever Hospital on Satur-
day last, against 2,807, 2,799, and 2,805 at the end of the three preceding
weeks; 329 new cases were admitted during the week, against 296, 325,
and 312 in the three preceding weeks.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday last, December 14th, 841 births and 546
deaths were registered in eight of the principal Scotch towns. The
annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 17.4 and
19.5 per 1000 in the two preceding weeks, declined again to 18.9 last
week, but exceeded by 1.1 per 1,000 the mean rate duringthe same period
in the thirty-three large English towns. Among these Scotch towns
the death-rates ranged from 15.3 in Paisley to 29.2 in Perth. The
zymotic death-rates in these towns averaged 2.4 per 1,000, the highest
rates being recorded in Dundee and Greenock. The 255 deaths re-
gistered in Glasgow included 15 from whooping-cough 5 trom measles,
.5 from scarlet fever, and 2 from diphtheria.

THE HEALTH OF EDINBURGH.
'THE mortality for last week was only 14 per 1,000. a remarkably low figure
or the month of December. At the Town Council meeting on Tuesday,
December 17th, it was reported that there were 416 cases in the City
Hospital, and that 3.54 of these were scarlet fever. The epidemic of thia

disease had been on the whole mild, though now that it was passing away
there were some few malignant cases, Typhoid fever, too, was abating;
and there were only 8 cases of measles in hospital.

WATERCRESS AND TYPHOID FEVER.
THE existence of watercress beds at Wycombe Marsh, where typhoid
fever has been endemic since the latter part of September, has aroused
the suspicion of the London County Medical Officer of Health apparently,
as the local press makes mention of a communication which has been
addressed to the Rural Health Officer, asking as to the likelihood of
danger arising by way of the cress beds in the presence of fever. Dr.
Dickson has made report to his Rural District Council, in which he
discusses at length the matter of pollution of the watercourse wherein
the cress is cultivated. It appears that the water is not without danger
of contamination by pigsty reruse. slop water drainage. and other filth ;
but, on the other hand, the beds are spoken of as having been last cut on
May 23rd. so that whilst enteric fever poison has been certainly passing
through the lower bed during the past two months. there would appear
little likelihood of the cress having been sent to the London market or
elsewhere. Since September there have been 14 cases in twelve houses,
with one death. Not far above the cress beds the effluent of the sewage
of Wycombe borough is discharged, and it is contended that the farm i3
too small for the amount of matter to be treated on the allotted area.
Further space seems to be in immediate contemplation, however. The
system whereby shallow wells furnish water for drinking purposes in the
locality is one to be condemned, looking to the nature of the soil in
which they are sunk. A somewhat serious impression, if it has any
ground for its existence, is that since the establishment of the sewage
farm for Wycombe the water in the wells in the Marsh district has not
been so good. Certain it is that the cesspools with which the locality is
riddled must add their quota to the pollution of soil, and doubtless of
the wells, especially looking to the ease with which excremental liquid
finds its way through fissured chalk and gravel. The public have been
warned to boil all water; and active steps are being taken in other
directions to stay the fever; measures of prevention of stream pollution
being also resolved upon.

ACTIVE COUNTY AND APATHETIC DISTRICT COUNCILS.
THE Glamorganshire County Council. not for the first time, have made a
lever of the Local Government Act of 1888 for the purpose of institutiDg,
by means of a Government Medical Inspector, an inquiry into the state
of one of the constituent district council's areas of jurisdiction. The
little borough of Cowbridge has more than once been the subject of
adverse report both from the pen of its own local medical adviser and
that of Dr. Williams, the county medical officer of health. An inade-
quate water supply, and not free from suspicion of quality, defective
fiushing of such drains as there are, the chief being the town ditch,
pollution of the river running through the place-such are some of the
facts. Sanitation seems to have been laid on one side while the construc-
tion of markets and the improvement of the town hall have been
deemed of prime importance. If these indictments be proved, we shall
congratulate the county on possessing a council which has the courage
to show up to publicity a "health" body so recalcitrant as they would
have us regard the council of Cowbridge to be.

SANITARY INSPECTORS.
AT the monthly meeting of the Sanitary Inspectors' Association, held on
December 7th at the Carpenters' Hall, a paper was read by Mr. Jones on
the difficulties in the administration of the Public Health Acts. The
Act provided for prompt abatement of nuisances dangerous to public
health. yet cases were frequent in which from two to seven weeks had
elapsed from the serving of the notice to the execution of the repairs.
He was of ovinion that Parliament should give the sanitary inspector
power to enforce the abatement of the nuisance within seven days of its
being detected. Among the recommendations of the paper were that all
sanitary inspectors should have the same security as to tenure of office
as medical officers of health appointed under Section 108 of the Public
health (London) Act, and that adequate salaries should be paid in order
to encourage more men of good education and experience to compete for
appointmiients as they occurred.

SCARLET FEVER IN EDINBURGH.
TEE scarlet fever epidemic in Edinburgh, following the usual experience,
now shows signs of abatement, inasmuch as only 69 new cases were
notified last week, and no deaths. Leith in the sanme period had 27 new
cases.

DAMAGES FOR VACCINATION.
SOME time since Mr. Emil Schaefer, of Brooklyn, brought an action
against Dr. H. L. Schelling, of the Brooklyn Board of Health, to recover
10,000 dollars for alleged personal iDjuries sustained. He stated that Dr.
Schelling entered his house and compelled him by force and violence to
submit to vaccination, and that he suffered severely from loss of blood
and the effect of the vaccine lymph. The trial of the case came up in the
*Circuit Court, Brooklyn, before Justice Gayner, on November 15th, and
at its conclusion the jury gave a verdict for the plaintiff, and awarded
him 1,500 dollars damages.

PHTHISIS IN FRANCE.
IN a work by Dr. L6on Petit, just published, the following figures
based on statistics obtained from 662 cities and towns as to the ravages
of phthisis in France are given: Paris heads the list with a death-
rate from phthisis of 490 per 100,C00 of the population. In eleven towns
with a population of from 100,000 to 430,000 the average mortality from the
same disease is 363 per 300,000 inhabitants; in forty-six, with a popula-
tion of 30,000 to 100,000, it is 305; in fifty, with 20,000 to 30,000 inhabitants,
it is 288; in 127, with 10,000 to 25,000, it is 271 ; in 332, with 5,000 to 10,000, it
is 216; in 95, with less than 5,000 inhabitants, it is 181. In the Seine de-
partment. which has more than 3,000.000 inhabitants, the yearly average
mortality from tuberculosis from 1889 to 1893 was 14,063.


